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Bible Study
Then Samuel said, “Do you think all God wants are sacrifices— empty rituals just for show? He wants you to listen to him! Plain listening is the thing, not staging a lavish religious production.”   1 Samuel 15.21 

We are quick to tell people about Jesus.  Quick to point others to Him.   Quick to share a word of encouragement with a friend, or a simple Bible verse when our kids are discouraged.  But we are much too slow to listen.  We’d rather speak for God than really listen to Him.  Many of us even presume that God is leading or directing our lives without even asking Him for His will or direction.  We just simply say “Amen” and move forward.  God wants more than that from His people.  He wants us to wait, and listen.

Take a moment to pray and ask God to open your ears so that He can speak to you, and then take some time to listen to Him.  What is He saying to you?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How difficult is it for you to listen, really listen?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Can you hear Him at all?  Can you hear His voice, sense His presence, and feel the strength of His embrace?  If you cannot hear Him, reflect on why you can’t hear Him.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

God typically doesn’t speak in thunderous roars, or even in a plain audible voice.  God typically speaks in a gentle whisper.  A whisper that reflects His character.  His words never contradict Scripture or His truth.  So how do you know when it’s God speaking, and not just your flesh speaking?  You might remember the cartoon character that is trying to make a decision and is conflicted about how to act.  While the character contemplates, a small devil-like figure pops up on his shoulder to convince the character to do wrong.  Following the evil advice, an angelic figment pops up on the other shoulder to remind the character of the right and moral way to act.  

Thankfully, we don’t have that type of struggle, but listening and discerning God’s voice can still be challenging.  Yet the more we listen, the more we hear and know His voice.  Listening allows us to better know His plan and His purpose.  The more we listen the better equipped we are to carry out His purpose for our life.

During the last weeks, in what ways has God talked to you about your spiritual life, and how have you responded? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

There are many different types of listening.  There is Informative Listening, where the listener’s primary objective is to hear a message or receive information.  The primary objective of the Appreciative Listener is to hear what the listener likes to hear – music, nature, or words of comfort.  Passive Listening is the most common form of listening.  In this state, are hearing what is being said, but we are not fully engaged.  Lastly, and most importantly, is Relational Listening, where the focus is on relationship.  Being heard and understood is essential to any healthy relationship.

Describe your listening type as it relates to your relationship with God.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A young girl became frustrated that her dad wasn’t listening to her.  She kept talking to him, but his only response was a nod of the head.  The girl knew her dad wasn’t really listening to her.   So she quietly pulled up a stool next to her dad.  She reached out her hands, grabbed his face, and turned his face toward her so they were looking each other in the eyes.  “Daddy, I’m trying to tell you that I love you, but you are not listening to me!” 

God longs to tell us that He love us.  He wants us to receive His love, and to rest in it.  It could be that God is trying to turn your face toward Him.  It could be that you are so distracted by life that you’ve lost your desire to hear.  He wants to restore that desire to you today, but you must listen.  He wants you to know today that you are loved, and that there is nothing in this world that compares to Him.  Nothing.

But now that you've found you don't have to listen to sin tell you what to do, and have discovered the delight of listening to God telling you, what a surprise! A whole, healed, put-together life right now, with more and more of life on the way! Work hard for sin your whole life and your pension is death. But God's gift is real life, eternal life, delivered by Jesus, our Master.  Romans 6.22
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