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“Jesus is Better” SERIES OVERVIEW:
“Jesus is Better “ is a study through the book of Hebrews where the author, who is writing
to a group of people who are struggling with their faith, is aiming at convincing them of
one paramount truth: Jesus is better. He is better than the angels. He’s better than the
prophets. He’s better than Moses. His priesthood is better than Aaron’s. His new covenant
is better than the old covenant they could never fulfill. His blood is better than the blood
of bulls and goats. In every way and at every turn, Jesus is better.

THE BOOK OF HEBREWS
Author: Although some include the Book of Hebrews among the apostle Paul's writings, the certain identity of
the author remains an enigma. Missing is Paul's customary salutation common to his other works. In addition, the
suggestion that the writer of this epistle relied upon knowledge and information provided by others who were
actual eye-witnesses of Christ Jesus (2:3) makes Pauline authorship doubtful. Some attribute Luke as its writer;
others suggest Hebrews may have been written by Apollos, Barnabas, Silas, Philip, or Aquila and Priscilla.
Regardless of the human hand that held the pen, the Holy Spirit of God is the divine author of all Scripture (2
Timothy 3:16); therefore, Hebrews speaks with the same canonical authority as the other sixty-five books of the
Bible.

Date of Writing: The early church father Clement quoted from the Book of Hebrews in A.D. 95. However, internal
evidence such as the fact that Timothy was alive at the time the epistle was written and the absence of any
evidence showing the end of the Old Testament sacrificial system that occurred with Jerusalem's destruction in
A.D. 70 indicates the book was written around A.D. 65.

Purpose of Writing: The late Dr. Walter Martin, founder of the Christian Research Institute and writer of the bestselling book Kingdom of the Cults, quipped in his usual tongue-in-cheek manner that the Book of Hebrews was
written by a Hebrew to other Hebrews telling the Hebrews to stop acting like Hebrews. In truth, many of the early
Jewish believers were slipping back into the rites and rituals of Judaism in order to escape the mounting
persecution. This letter, then, is an exhortation for those persecuted believers to continue in the grace of Jesus
Christ.

Key Verses:
Hebrews 1:1-2: "In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom
he made the universe.”
Hebrews 2:3: "How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation…"
Hebrews 4:14-16: "Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of need."
Hebrews 11:1: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”
Hebrews 12:1-2: "Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw oﬀ

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out
for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."

Brief Summary: The Book of Hebrews addresses three separate groups: believers in Christ, unbelievers who had
knowledge of and an intellectual acceptance of the facts of Christ, and unbelievers who were attracted to Christ,
but who rejected Him ultimately. It’s important to understand which group is being addressed in which passage.
To fail to do so can cause us to draw conclusions inconsistent with the rest of Scripture.
The writer of Hebrews continually makes mention of the superiority of Christ in both His personage and in His
ministering work. In the writings of the Old Testament, we understand the rituals and ceremonies of Judaism
symbolically pointed to the coming of Messiah. In other words, the rites of Judaism were but shadows of things to
come. Hebrews tells us that Christ Jesus is better than anything mere religion has to oﬀer. All the pomp and
circumstance of religion pales in comparison to the person, work, and ministry of Christ Jesus. It is the superiority
of our Lord Jesus, then, that remains the theme of this eloquently written letter.

Connections: Perhaps nowhere in the New Testament does the Old Testament come into focus more than in the
Book of Hebrews, which has as its foundation the Levitical priesthood. The writer to the Hebrews constantly
compares the inadequacies of the Old Testament sacrificial system to the perfection and completion in Christ.
Where the Old Covenant required continual sacrifices and a once-a-year atonement for sin oﬀered by a human
priest, the New Covenant provides a once-for-all sacrifice through Christ (Hebrews 10:10) and direct access to the
throne of God for all who are in Him.

Practical Application: Rich in foundational Christian doctrine, the Epistle to the Hebrews also gives us
encouraging examples of God's "faith heroes" who persevered in spite of great diﬃculties and adverse
circumstances (Hebrews 11). These members of God's Hall of Faith provide overwhelming evidence as to the
unconditional surety and absolute reliability of God. Likewise, we can maintain perfect confidence in God's rich
promises, regardless of our circumstances, by meditating upon the rock-solid faithfulness of God's workings in
the lives of His Old Testament saints.
The writer of Hebrews gives ample encouragement to believers, but there are five solemn warnings we must
heed. There is the danger of neglect (Hebrews 2:1-4), the danger of unbelief (Hebrews 3:7–4:13), the danger of
spiritual immaturity (Hebrews 5:11–6:20), the danger of failing to endure (Hebrews 10:26-39), and the inherent
danger of refusing God (Hebrews 12:25-29). And so we find in this crowning masterpiece a great wealth of
doctrine, a refreshing spring of encouragement, and a source of sound, practical warnings against slothfulness in
our Christian walk. But there is still more, for in Hebrews we find a magnificently rendered portrait of our Lord
Jesus Christ—the Author and Finisher of our great salvation (Hebrews 12:2).

Source:
https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Hebrews.html

”JESUS IS BETTER ”
WEEK 12
BONUS material: Here is a link to a 8-minute video overview of Hebrews from “The Bible Project.”
https://youtu.be/1fNWTZZwgbs
Did you learn anything new or surprising from the video? Did it change the way you view the book of Hebrews? If so, how?

Icebreaker:
Who is the biggest encourager in your life? Give an example of something they do that encourages you

Discussion Questions:
Read Hebrews 10:19-25.
1. In the message Sunday, Rob talked about the fact that God accepts me because of Jesus’ sacrifice rather than my
performance. What encouragement can you draw from the following verses about God’s acceptance?
Colossians 1:21-22 (ESV)
21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh
by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,
Romans 8:38-39 (ESV)
38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (ESV)
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of
reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf
of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.

•
•

Why do we sometimes feel like we have to earn our way into God’s favor and presence? How do the above verses
challenge that way of thinking?
Which of these verses gives you the most encouragement whenever it comes to approaching God in prayer and
worship?

2. In the message, Mike also talked about the influence that our closest friends have in our lives. What do the following
verses say about their influence?
Proverbs 13:20 (ESV)
20 Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suﬀer harm.
1 Corinthians 15:33 (ESV)
33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.”
Hebrews 3:12-14 (ESV)
12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living
God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end.
•

Can you think of a time when a good friend helped you make a good decision that you wouldn’t have made
otherwise?

•

Is peer pressure mostly good or bad in your life? What can you do to make sure that you keep positive peer
pressure in your life?

3. All of us are busy to some degree. Each day we are faced with choices about what gets kept in our schedule and what
gets squeezed out of our schedules. Receiving encouragement in our lives must be intentional because it doesn’t come
naturally from the culture and world in which we live. What do the following verses teach us about our need for
encouragement?
1 Thessalonians 5:14 (ESV)
14 And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (ESV)
9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But
woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! 11 Again, if two lie together, they keep warm,
but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand him
—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.
Proverbs 12:25 (ESV)
25 Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs him down, but a good word makes him glad.
•
•

How are you intentionally encouraging others closest to you?
Are you consistently placing yourself in environments where you are encouraged to follow Jesus? If not, what
steps can you take to make that happen?

Looking back at this week’s teaching and study, is there one thing you’d especially like to remember this week?

What questions do you still have?

How can the group help you / pray for you?

