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“Jesus is Better” SERIES OVERVIEW:
“Jesus is Better “ is a study through the book of Hebrews where the author, who is writing
to a group of people who are struggling with their faith, is aiming at convincing them of
one paramount truth: Jesus is better. He is better than the angels. He’s better than the
prophets. He’s better than Moses. His priesthood is better than Aaron’s. His new covenant
is better than the old covenant they could never fulfill. His blood is better than the blood
of bulls and goats. In every way and at every turn, Jesus is better.

THE BOOK OF HEBREWS
Author: Although some include the Book of Hebrews among the apostle Paul's writings, the certain identity of
the author remains an enigma. Missing is Paul's customary salutation common to his other works. In addition, the
suggestion that the writer of this epistle relied upon knowledge and information provided by others who were
actual eye-witnesses of Christ Jesus (2:3) makes Pauline authorship doubtful. Some attribute Luke as its writer;
others suggest Hebrews may have been written by Apollos, Barnabas, Silas, Philip, or Aquila and Priscilla.
Regardless of the human hand that held the pen, the Holy Spirit of God is the divine author of all Scripture (2
Timothy 3:16); therefore, Hebrews speaks with the same canonical authority as the other sixty-five books of the
Bible.

Date of Writing: The early church father Clement quoted from the Book of Hebrews in A.D. 95. However, internal
evidence such as the fact that Timothy was alive at the time the epistle was written and the absence of any
evidence showing the end of the Old Testament sacrificial system that occurred with Jerusalem's destruction in
A.D. 70 indicates the book was written around A.D. 65.

Purpose of Writing: The late Dr. Walter Martin, founder of the Christian Research Institute and writer of the bestselling book Kingdom of the Cults, quipped in his usual tongue-in-cheek manner that the Book of Hebrews was
written by a Hebrew to other Hebrews telling the Hebrews to stop acting like Hebrews. In truth, many of the early
Jewish believers were slipping back into the rites and rituals of Judaism in order to escape the mounting
persecution. This letter, then, is an exhortation for those persecuted believers to continue in the grace of Jesus
Christ.

Key Verses:
Hebrews 1:1-2: "In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom
he made the universe.”
Hebrews 2:3: "How shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation…"
Hebrews 4:14-16: "Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us
in our time of need."
Hebrews 11:1: “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”
Hebrews 12:1-2: "Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw oﬀ

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out
for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."

Brief Summary: The Book of Hebrews addresses three separate groups: believers in Christ, unbelievers who had
knowledge of and an intellectual acceptance of the facts of Christ, and unbelievers who were attracted to Christ,
but who rejected Him ultimately. It’s important to understand which group is being addressed in which passage.
To fail to do so can cause us to draw conclusions inconsistent with the rest of Scripture.
The writer of Hebrews continually makes mention of the superiority of Christ in both His personage and in His
ministering work. In the writings of the Old Testament, we understand the rituals and ceremonies of Judaism
symbolically pointed to the coming of Messiah. In other words, the rites of Judaism were but shadows of things to
come. Hebrews tells us that Christ Jesus is better than anything mere religion has to oﬀer. All the pomp and
circumstance of religion pales in comparison to the person, work, and ministry of Christ Jesus. It is the superiority
of our Lord Jesus, then, that remains the theme of this eloquently written letter.

Connections: Perhaps nowhere in the New Testament does the Old Testament come into focus more than in the
Book of Hebrews, which has as its foundation the Levitical priesthood. The writer to the Hebrews constantly
compares the inadequacies of the Old Testament sacrificial system to the perfection and completion in Christ.
Where the Old Covenant required continual sacrifices and a once-a-year atonement for sin oﬀered by a human
priest, the New Covenant provides a once-for-all sacrifice through Christ (Hebrews 10:10) and direct access to the
throne of God for all who are in Him.

Practical Application: Rich in foundational Christian doctrine, the Epistle to the Hebrews also gives us
encouraging examples of God's "faith heroes" who persevered in spite of great diﬃculties and adverse
circumstances (Hebrews 11). These members of God's Hall of Faith provide overwhelming evidence as to the
unconditional surety and absolute reliability of God. Likewise, we can maintain perfect confidence in God's rich
promises, regardless of our circumstances, by meditating upon the rock-solid faithfulness of God's workings in
the lives of His Old Testament saints.
The writer of Hebrews gives ample encouragement to believers, but there are five solemn warnings we must
heed. There is the danger of neglect (Hebrews 2:1-4), the danger of unbelief (Hebrews 3:7–4:13), the danger of
spiritual immaturity (Hebrews 5:11–6:20), the danger of failing to endure (Hebrews 10:26-39), and the inherent
danger of refusing God (Hebrews 12:25-29). And so we find in this crowning masterpiece a great wealth of
doctrine, a refreshing spring of encouragement, and a source of sound, practical warnings against slothfulness in
our Christian walk. But there is still more, for in Hebrews we find a magnificently rendered portrait of our Lord
Jesus Christ—the Author and Finisher of our great salvation (Hebrews 12:2).

Source:
https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Hebrews.html

”JESUS IS BETTER ”
WEEK 14
BONUS material: Here is a link to a 8-minute video overview of Hebrews from “The Bible Project.”
https://youtu.be/1fNWTZZwgbs
Did you learn anything new or surprising from the video? Did it change the way you view the book of Hebrews? If so, how?

Icebreaker:
1. What was the most diﬃcult challenge you faced growing up? How has that challenge shaped who you are today?
2. How have the various trials in your life served to strengthen your faith and devotion to Christ?

Discussion Questions:
Hebrews 11:1-12:3.
1. On a scale of 1-10, how would you rate your tendency to worry or to be anxious?

2. When you feel anxious, what kinds of things (negative and positive) do you do to cope or try to stay "in control”?

3. Tray explained that faith helps guide us through the various trials that we face and keep our hearts devoted to the Lord.
What do the following verses tell us about the value of faith in our lives?

Ephesians 6:16 (ESV)
16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one;

1 Peter 1:6-7 (ESV)
6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the
tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

James 1:2-4 (ESV)
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith
produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full eﬀect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in
nothing.
•

What have you learned about God through the various trials you have experienced?

4. What were your thoughts about "seeking God" rather than "seeking God's gifts"? Have you thought about the diﬀerence
between those? What might that practice look like in your life if you became someone who sought God above anything
else God might "do" for you?

5. How would you evaluate your heart when it comes to "longing for a better country" versus "putting down roots" in this
world? What could you do now to begin building a longing for a better country in your life so that this world/life loses its
"power and control" over you?

6. How could you begin asking God for help to change your aﬀections for this world? Or begin asking God for help you to
become someone who could "joyfully accept the confiscation of your property" because you are longing for God?

7. What do the following verses in Psalm 102 tell us about the nature and character of God in the midst of our trials?

Psalm 73:1-28 (ESV)
1 Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. 2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled, my steps had
nearly slipped. 3 For I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 4 For they have no pangs until
death; their bodies are fat and sleek. 5 They are not in trouble as others are; they are not stricken like the rest of
mankind. 6 Therefore pride is their necklace; violence covers them as a garment. 7 Their eyes swell out through
fatness; their hearts overflow with follies. 8 They scoﬀ and speak with malice; loftily they threaten oppression. 9 They set
their mouths against the heavens, and their tongue struts through the earth. 10 Therefore his people turn back to
them, and find no fault in them. 11 And they say, “How can God know? Is there knowledge in the Most High?” 12 Behold,
these are the wicked; always at ease, they increase in riches. 13 All in vain have I kept my heart clean and washed my
hands in innocence. 14 For all the day long I have been stricken and rebuked every morning. 15 If I had said, “I will speak
thus,” I would have betrayed the generation of your children. 16 But when I thought how to understand this, it seemed to
me a wearisome task, 17 until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end. 18 Truly you set them in
slippery places; you make them fall to ruin. 19 How they are destroyed in a moment, swept away utterly by
terrors! 20 Like a dream when one awakes, O Lord, when you rouse yourself, you despise them as phantoms. 21 When my
soul was embittered, when I was pricked in heart, 22 I was brutish and ignorant; I was like a beast toward
you. 23 Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. 24 You guide me with your counsel, and
afterward you will receive me to glory. 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire
besides you. 26 My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 27 For
behold, those who are far from you shall perish; you put an end to everyone who is unfaithful to you. 28 But for me it is
good to be near God; I have made the Lord GOD my refuge, that I may tell of all your works.
•

What encouragement do you get from this Psalm regarding the diﬃculties you are experiencing now?

Looking back at this week’s teaching and study, is there one thing you’d especially like to remember this week?

What questions do you still have?
How can the group help you / pray for you?

